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PART ONE – INTRODUCTION 

1 Introduction  

These By Laws contain the local competition rules of the Darwin Volleyball 
Association (DVA). 

All Official Volleyball Rules as approved by the FIVB apply to all DVA 
competitions unless explicitly stated within these By Laws (affected / omitted 
rules are shown in brackets). 

These By Laws were correct at the time of printing.  The DVA reserves 
the right to amend these By Laws.  Every effort will be made to make 
members aware of the amendments.  Team Captains are responsible for 
ensuring their team members are aware of any amendments. 

The Committee reserves the right to make decisions and judgements on any 
matter concerned with DVA held competitions / tournaments, that are not 
provided for in the Constitution and these By Laws.   

Where, due to exceptional circumstances, an immediate decision is required, 
no less than two Committee members (not including any member directly 
affected by the decision) will determine the matter.  All such decisions are to 
be tabled, reviewed and recorded in the minutes of the next available 
Committee meeting.  

Non-urgent matters will be determined at the next available Committee 
meeting. 

Fines and other penalties are at the discretion of the Committee and will be 
issued by either the Technical Director or Tournament Director.  The Technical 
Director and Tournament Director may issue predetermined penalties on any 
matter set out in these By Laws or the Constitution without further reference to 
the Committee. 

A record of all such imposed fines and / or penalties is to be tabled and 
recorded in the minutes of the next available Committee meeting. 

1.1 Committee Members 

For the purposes of clarification, nothing in these By Laws permits a 
Committee Member to over-rule a First Referee in the interpretation of any By 
Law for the purposes of a game in which the Committee Member is 
participating. 

Further, nothing in these By Laws permits a Committee Member to provide an 
interpretation of these By Laws to the First Referee or opposition Team 
members for the purposes of a game in which the Committee Member is 
participating, unless so requested by the First Referee in the presence of both 
Team Captain’s.  

Where a Committee Member is also a Team Captain, for the purposes of a 
game in which the Committee Member is participating, the role of the Team 
Captain takes precedence over the role as a Committee Member; and further, 
subject to this By Law, the Committee Member may only interact with the First 
Referee as if they were a Team Captain and not a Committee Member. 
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1.2 Exemptions 

Teams may apply in writing to the committee for exemptions from these By 
Laws. When applying for exemption teams must specify: 

• The specific By Law/s that they wish to be exempt from; 

• The reason for applying for the exemption; and 

• The period they wish the exemption to apply for. 

The Committee will consider the exemption and respond to the team in writing. 
All granted exemptions will be advised to other teams within the competition in 
writing. 

2 Darwin Volleyball Association Code of Conduct 

2.1 Code of Conduct 

2.1.1 Every person: spectator, player, club member, official, participant, 
administrator, coach, parent or member of the community involved with the 
DVA, should work to ensure: 

• inclusion of every person regardless of their age, gender, race, culture or 
religion; 

• opportunities for people of all abilities to participate in the sport and 
develop to their full potential; 

• respect is shown towards members, officials, the DVA and the broader 
community; 

• a safe and inclusive environment for all; 

• elimination of violent and abusive behaviour; and 

• volleyball is played within the spirit of fun, competition, fair play and good 
sportsmanship. 

2.2 Penalties 

2.2.1 Where, in the opinion of the Committee, a player or coach has seriously 
breached the DVA Constitution, By Laws, FIVB Rules or the Code of Conduct, 
the Committee may penalise the player, coach, team or a combination thereof.  

2.2.2 Penalties may include, but are not limited to, monetary fines, deduction of 
competition points, or expulsion or suspension from the competition. 

3 Annual General Meeting (AGM) 

3.1 Representation  

3.1.1 Team representation at annual general meetings will be in accordance with 
the requirements set out in the DVA Constitution 
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PART TWO – ALL COMPETITIONS 

4 Playing Area 

4.1 General  

4.1.1 The majority of matches will be played at the Marrara Indoor Stadium. 

In the event of another venue being used, participating teams will be given at 
least three weeks notice prior to the match.   

The DVA has a limited control over facilities available. Whilst every care is 
taken to adhere to the FIVB rules, many of the rules relating to the Playing 
Area cannot be strictly obeyed.  

4.2 Dead Ball Rule 

4.2.1 Subject to By Law 4.2.3, when the match ball crosses the sideline of an 
adjacent Court it is considered a “dead ball”. 

4.2.2 By Law 4.2.1 applies irrespective of whether the adjacent Court is empty or 
currently in use. 

4.2.3 For the purpose of the Finals competition, the Tournament Director or the 
Technical Director may determine that By Law 4.2.1 does not apply. 

4.3  Ball on Court Rule 

4.3.1 Where a ball that is not the match ball enters the court the referee will 
immediately signal the rally to stop and be replayed once the ball has been 
removed. 

5 Teams 

5.1 Nomination 

5.1.1 Teams shall be required to nominate in writing to the DVA before the date 
specified by the Committee.  

5.1.2 Late nomination may result in teams not participating in the first week’s round 
of matches. 

5.1.3 Entry into the competition for teams nominating after the third week of the 
competition is at the discretion of the Committee. 

5.1.4 Teams entering the competition after one third of minor round matches 
(rounded upwards to the nearest whole number) have been played will not be 
eligible for finals. 

5.1.5 Team grading shall be at the discretion of the Committee.  Where there are 
insufficient teams in one grade, the Committee may combine grades or move 
teams between grades to make a viable competition.   

5.2 Match Fee Bond 

5.2.1 At the team’s first match of the competition they must pay a bond equivalent to 
one week’s match fee. This bond will be held in trust by the DVA and will be 
used in the event of a forfeit where the required notice period has not been 
provided (refer By Law 8). 
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5.2.2 Where the bond has been used, the team must re-establish the bond at the 
following match. 

5.2.3 Where the bond is not used it will be returned to the team at the end of the 
competition. 

5.2.4 No competition points will be awarded to teams who fail to establish the bond 
when required. The DVA reserves the right to request teams to leave the 
competition if they continue to fail to establish the bond required. 

6 Preparation of the Match 

6.1 Equipment Preparation  

6.1.1 It is the responsibility of the duty team of the first match to put out all the 
equipment as soon as the venue opens and to have it ready by the advertised 
start time of the first match. 

6.1.2 The duty team of the last match shall dismantle and properly store all 
equipment immediately after the match. 

7 Scoring System 

7.1 To Win a Match 

7.1.1 A match is won by the team that wins three (3) sets or has won the most 
number of completed sets in the given time period. 

7.1.2 It is otherwise won when all of the requirements (withstanding the DVA 
particular rules) of the FIVB Rules have been completed. 

7.2 To Win a Set 

7.2.1 In the case of an incomplete set (timed games only) a team reaching eight 
points or above with a two point advantage wins the set.   

7.2.2 It is otherwise won when all of the requirements (withstanding the DVA 
particular rules) of the FIVB Rules have been completed. 

8 Forfeits 

8.1 Notice of Forfeit 

8.1.1 Notice of a forfeit is to be given to the Tournament Director or Match 
Controller. 

8.1.2 A team that provides notice of an intended forfeit more than 48 hours prior to 
the commencement of the match to be forfeited shall not be subject to penalty. 

8.1.3 The DVA will make every effort to contact the non-forfeiting team to advise 
them of the forfeit. In this circumstance the non-forfeiting team is not required 
to attend the game but is still required to provide a duty team in accordance 
with By Law 20 if scheduled for duty. 

8.1.4 A team that forfeits without notice, or without the required 48 hours notice, 
must pay its match fee.  

8.1.5 The DVA reserves the right to request teams to leave the competition if they 
regularly forfeit without notice. 
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8.2 Requirement to Pay Fees 

8.2.1 Subject to By Law 8.1.4, a forfeiting team must still pay match fees.  Failure to 
do so will result in the loss of the team’s match bond in accordance with By 
Law 5.2. 

8.2.2 Where both teams in a match forfeit, both teams must pay match fees. 

8.2.3 A team that was forfeited against does not pay match fees. 

8.2.4 Unless officially notified by the DVA, a team that was forfeited against must 
field a complete team as per 17.1. 

8.2.5 Where prior notice of a forfeit was given in accordance with By Law 8.1.1 and 
an alternative competition match is arranged for the team which would have 
been forfeited against, match fees will apply. 

8.3 Failure to Pay Fees 

8.3.1 If a team does not pay, in full, the required match fees by the close of the 
night's competition, the team will forfeit the match played that night.   

Exceptional circumstances may allow payment before the start of their next 
match the following week. 

Teams must request an extension for payment from the Technical Director, 
Tournament Director or Match Controller prior to the close of the nights’ 
competition. 

9 Protests and Disciplinary Matters 

9.1 Official Protests 

9.1.1 Official protests shall be carried out in accordance with the FIVB Rules 
5.1.2.1. The protest must be signed by the team captain(s) and countersigned 
by the first referee.  The duty team may record a response to the protest, 
which shall then be countersigned by the protesting team captain(s). 

9.1.2 In the event of a protest being lodged, or a disciplinary matter being raised, 
the Committee will form a sub-Committee of at least three (3) members not 
involved in the dispute to decide the matter.   

9.1.3 Parties affected will be notified of the protest / disciplinary matter and given an 
opportunity to provide a submission to the sub-Committee in writing or in 
person, as time permits. 

9.1.4 The matter will be decided as soon as practicable and the parties notified of 
the outcome. 

9.1.5 The Match Controller or any member of the Committee may call to the 
attention of the Committee any irregularities in the conduct of any matter for 
appropriate action. 

10 Competition Table 

10.1 Team Ranking 

10.1.1 Wherever possible the premiership ladder shall be determined by playing 
completed rounds of matches. 

10.1.2 In the case of an unequal number of games played, the ladder will be 
determined by the percentage of games played to competition points won. 
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10.1.3 In the case of equal competition points, the higher position on the ladder will 
be determined by: 

• The number of games won, and if required; 

• the number of sets won, and 

• the number of points won.  

10.2 Competition Points 

10.2.1 Competition points shall be allocated to teams in the following manner  

Win 3 points 

Draw 2 points 

Loss 1 point 

Forfeit 0 points 

 

10.2.2 Teams shall also receive one competition point for each set they win. 

11 Finals 

11.1 Finals Format 

11.1.1 All finals matches will be best of 5 sets, untimed games. 

11.1.2 Finals shall be played as follows: 

• Where there are 5 or more teams per competition - top 4 teams. 

• Where there are 4 teams - top 3 teams. 

• Where there are 3 or less teams – top 2 teams. 

11.1.3 The draw for the finals shall be as follows: 

Top 4 teams: 

 Game Duty Game Duty 

Semi Finals 1 vs 4 3 2 vs 3 1 

Finals Gold Medal: 

Winner 1 vs 4 vs 
Winner 2 vs 3 

Loser Bronze 
Medal match 

Bronze Medal: 

Loser 1 vs 4  vs 
Loser 2 vs 3  

Winner 2 vs 3 

Top 3 teams: 

 Game Duty 

Semi Finals 2 vs 3 1 

Finals Gold Medal: 

1 vs Winner 2 vs 3 

Loser 2 vs 3 

Top 2 teams: 

 Game Duty 

Finals Gold Medal: 

1 vs 2 

3 
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12 Injuries 

12.1 Should a serious accident occur while the ball is in play the first referee is to 
immediately stop play and call an injury time out for a period of two (2) 
minutes (FIVB 17.1). 

12.2 If at the end of the injury timeout period the player cannot return to the game 
they are to be substituted either legally or exceptionally in accordance with 
FIVB 15.6 and 15.7. 

12.3 If play was stopped mid-rally, the rally is to be replayed. 

12.4 Players with open cuts or abrasions must dress them prior to participating in a 
game. 

12.5 If a player is bleeding on court, the first referee is to immediately stop play and 
call an injury time out for a period of two (2) minutes. Any player bleeding on 
court must be removed immediately.  The injured person will not be permitted 
to re-enter the game until the flow of blood is stopped. 

12.6 If at the end of the injury timeout period the player has not stopped the flow of 
blood they are to be substituted either legally or exceptionally in accordance 
with FIVB 15.6 and 15.7. 

12.7 If play was stopped mid-rally, the rally is to be replayed. 

12.8 All clothing, equipment and surfaces contaminated by blood should be 
considered as infected and treated accordingly.  All bloodied clothing must be 
replaced prior to the player taking further part in the game.   

12.9 No uniform penalties will apply in this case. 
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PART THREE – LEAGUE / LEAGUE RESERVE 

13 Match Details 

13.1 Match Fees 

13.1.1 The DVA will notify teams of match fees prior to the commencement of each 
season. 

13.1.2 The DVA may apply a discounted match fee rate of $2 per junior (under 18) 
player. 

13.2 Time Limits 

13.2.1 Matches will have a one hour and thirty five minutes (1:35) time allocation. 

Time allocation includes: 

� 10 minute warm up 

� 1 hr 20 minute game 

� 5 minute change over 

13.2.2 Teams not utilising the warm-up period as commenced by the Duty Team will 
not be afforded extra time. 

13.2.3 Play shall not be allowed to continue after the advertised starting time of the 
next match, even if the match commenced late. 

13.2.4 For the purposes of this Rule, “change over” refers to the time period between 
the end of Match A and the commencement of Match B.  Teams should use 
this time to undertake administrative and technical requirements such as 
completion of the scoresheet, payment of match fees etc.  It is not a period 
of extra game time for teams to make up time used in set change overs, 
timeouts etc. 

13.3 Match Format 

13.3.1 Teams play as many sets as possible during the time limit to a maximum of 5 
sets.   

14 Team Composition 

14.1 Players 

14.1.1 Teams are required to field at least four (4) of their own players plus one (1) fill 
in to make a maximum of five (5) players (unless the fill ins are from within the 
same club By Law 14.4.4)  

14.1.2 A player is considered to be a participant of a match when the player's name 
is recorded on the scoresheet, even if the player does not take an active part 
in the match. 

14.1.3 Players must be present to have their names entered on the scoresheet. 
Players not present at the commencement of the match, but arriving later, may 
have their names entered on the scoresheet prior to the commencement of 
the following set, and shall then be eligible to participate in the remainder of 
the match. 
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14.1.4 Captains shall ensure that (at least) each player's first initial, surname and 
number are recorded on the scoresheet, in the appropriate area. 

14.1.5 A player taking an active part in a match without their name appearing on the 
scoresheet is considered an ineligible player. 

14.1.6 Teams will forfeit matches where an ineligible player participates. 

14.2 Libero 

14.2.1 At the commencement of each set teams may designate from the list of 
players on the scoresheet up to two specialist defensive players: Liberos 
(FIVB rule 19.1.1). 

14.3 Player Transfers 

14.3.1 A player is deemed to play for that team for which that player’s name first 
appears on a scoresheet.  

14.3.2 Where a club has two or more teams within the same competition it is exempt 
from 14.3.1 for the first three weeks of the competition. After this time the club 
must nominate the player composition for each team.  

14.3.3 Where a player transfers from one team to another they are required to notify 
the DVA. 

14.3.4 Any transfer must be at the mutual agreement of both teams involved in the 
transfer. 

14.3.5 Should any dispute arise in regard to a transfer, the captain(s) may appeal to 
the Committee in writing.  The Committee may request a consultation with all 
parties involved. 

14.4 Fill In Rule 

14.4.1 A “fill in” is a player who although nominated to play for Team A agrees to play 
for Team B for a particular match.   

14.4.2 Subject to By Law 14.4.4, players from within a club may play for either the 
League or League Reserve team on any particular night.   

14.4.3 Teams may only use fill in’s to total five (5) player’s on the court.  That is, if a 
team has five (5) players it cannot obtain a sixth player (unless By Law 14.4.4 
applies) 

14.4.4 Where Team A and Team B belong to the same club team may use fill in’s to 
a total of 6 players. 

14.4.5 General fill in rules for Clubs do not apply for finals. 

14.5 Finals 

14.5.1 To be eligible to play in the final round matches, a player must have played a 
minimum of one third of the minor round matches, rounded upwards to the 
nearest whole number, with the team the player is nominated to represent. 
Scheduled byes for the player’s team are not included in the minor round 
match calculation. 

14.5.2 Players who play for a Club must have played a minimum of one third of the 
minor round matches, rounded upwards to the nearest whole number, with the 
team the player is nominated to represent.  Seasonal fill-in rules for Clubs do 
not apply for finals. 
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14.5.3 Teams may not utilise fill in’s for semi-finals or finals; except upon written 
application to the Committee in accordance with By Law 14.5.4.   

14.5.4 In exceptional circumstances, a team may apply to the Committee to play one 
ineligible player in a finals round match.  The ineligible player must have 
played a minimum of one game for the team during the season. Unless 
otherwise determined by the Committee, this player must be of a lower 
standard / grade.  Applications must be made in writing at least five (5) days 
prior to the match, and must include: 

(a) the names of the eligible players and the reasons they are unable 
to play; and 

(b) the name of the player that the team wishes to have permitted to 
play. 

14.5.5 In final round matches, where a forfeit is inevitable due to unforeseen 
circumstances, a lower standard / grade player (from the same club firstly, 
however if this condition can not be met then from other teams) may be 
permitted to play.  Approval must be sought and obtained from a minimum of 
three (3) Committee members and advised to the Match Controller. 

15 Uniforms 

15.1 Uniforms Requirements 

15.1.1 Jerseys must be uniform in design with numbers on both the front and back.  

15.1.2 Shorts, skirts or pants may differ in colour and design but it is encouraged to 
have a nominated base colour. 

15.1.3 The team’s Captain does not have to be identified with a stripe underlining the 
number on the chest (FIVB Rule 4.3.4) 

15.1.4 Determinations on compliance with uniform requirements are at the discretion 
of the First Referee.  Disputes regarding compliance should be raised with the 
Technical Director.  The decision of the Technical Director is final. 

15.1.5 Penalties apply for failure to comply with uniform requirements (refer By Law 
15.2).  

15.2 Uniform Penalties 

15.2.1 From the third week of competition, the first referee shall direct the scorer to 
award 3 points per player out of uniform (including those players on the 
bench) to the opposing team, before the commencement of each set. A 
maximum of 9 points may be awarded to the opposing team. 

15.2.2 If both teams have players out of uniform, the team with the least number of 
players out, of uniform is awarded 3 points for each extra opposing player out 
of uniform. 

e.g. Team A have 2 players out of uniform and Team B have 1 player out of 
uniform, Team B is awarded 3 points at the start of each set. 

If both teams have an equal number of players out of uniform no points are 
awarded. 

15.2.3 Where a League or League Reserve team does not believe it will be able to 
comply with uniform requirements in the third week of matches, it must, at the 
time of nomination, inform the Committee of this fact.  The Committee may 
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grant an exemption to By Law 15.2.1where suitable proof of purchase is 
provided with a letter stating the expected delivery date of the uniforms. 

16 Warm-up Session 

16.1 Prior to the match, both teams will have a 10 minute warm-up period, with 
both teams at the net together.  

16.2 At the toss, the Captains can decide on (and agree on) a breakdown of the 10 
minutes to suit themselves.  However a standard breakdown would be 4 
minutes ball work, followed by 5 minutes hitting and 1 minute serving. 

16.3 The hitting is to be directed down the line of the opponent’s court.  Hitting 
should not be directed across the opponent’s court and into the opponent’s 
hitting line up. 

16.4 Subject to 16.5 teams are not to use balls to warm-up within the stadium at 
any time during which games are being played.   

16.5 Where there is a spare court within the stadium, teams may use this area to 
warm-up provided they do not interfere with any games being played.  The 
first referee for any game in play may require a team to cease using the spare 
court.   

17 Missing Players and Forfeits 

17.1 A team not fielding at least five (5) players at the commencement of a match 
in accordance with By Law 14.1.1 (after the allowed warm-up session) shall 
forfeit the first set.  If, after a further 15 minutes, the team still cannot field the 
required players, the team will forfeit the match. 

17.2 If both teams cannot field the required players at the commencement of a 
match, the first set shall be forfeited by both teams with no result.  If after a 
further 15 minutes, both teams are still unable to field the required players, 
both teams will forfeit the match.  If, however, only one team is unable to field 
the required players, that team will forfeit the match. 

17.3 Where a match is forfeited due to the failure of both teams to field the required 
players, both forfeiting teams are required to pay match fees (refer By Law 
8.1) 

17.4 All other forfeits due to the application of the FIVB Rules of Player expulsions 
are to be followed according to the FIVB Rules 15.8. 

17.5 A team that forfeits due to the application of By Law 17.4 is still required to pay 
match fees (refer By Law 8.2). 

17.6 It is not acceptable to bring in a “fill in” player to prevent a forfeit (for an 
incomplete team) after the expulsion of a player. 

18 Game Interruptions 

18.1 Five Minute Rule 

Teams may not call a time out or substitution during the final five (5) minutes 
of the game time period. 

18.2 Injury (Exceptional Game Interruption) 

18.2.1 If an injured player cannot be substituted, legally or exceptionally, the team 
may play with five (5) players.   
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18.2.2 Where due to injury, a team is left with only four (4) players, that team may 
request a fill in to make up to five (5) players for that team.  Requests are at 
the first referee’s discretion.  In determining the request, Referees may 
consider time disruption / delay; and may waive compliance with By Law 14.4. 

18.2.3 Where a team plays with less than six (6) players, players must stay in their 
normal rotation positions.  Back court players cannot advance to the front 
court ahead of normal rotation, nor vice versa.  When a vacant position is to 
serve, that service is forfeited to the other team which wins that rally. 

18.2.4 Duty teams should mark the rotation positions left vacant by the departing 
player(s) and check rotations carefully.  It is suggested that an "X" be placed in 
the service box when the serve is forfeited. 

19 Intervals 

19.1 Set Interval - Two Minute Rule 

FIVB rule 18.1 is amended. 

The time period (interval) between sets is two (2) minutes or when the 
Captains of both teams indicate they are ready to commence the next set, 
whichever is sooner. 

19.2 Set Interval  - Five Minute Rule 

Where a set finishes within the final five (5) minutes of the game time period 
and an additional set is required there is no interval between sets. (ie, Teams 
are to immediately change ends of the Court and commence the set.)   

20 Refereeing (Duty) 

20.1 Composition  

20.1.1 A duty-team shall consist of at least three (3) people. This shall include one 
first referee (refer By Law 30.1), one second referee, one scorer. Teams are 
encouraged to also supply 2 (or 4) lines people. 

20.1.2 Members of a duty team may interchange between their roles except for the 
first referee or the second referee. 

20.1.3 Where the Committee has established a system of referee eligibility (refer By 
Law 30), duty teams must supply an eligible first referee. 

20.1.4 Scoresheets are to be completed according to international rules (refer FIVB 
Section 25). 

20.1.5 Duty teams are required to check that the players recorded on the scoresheet 
are present at the commencement of the match, and delete any not present 
from the sheet. 

20.2 Inadequate Performance of Duty 

20.2.1 The duty team will be deemed to have performed inadequately if they do not 
comply with the requirements set out in these By Laws.  

20.2.2 It is the responsibility of the playing teams to see that the scoresheet is signed 
by the team captains.  Failure by either team captain to sign the scoresheet 
will result in a forfeit (refer FIVB 25.2.3). 
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20.3 Awards 

20.3.1 The first referee shall award best player votes for the match and may seek the 
assistance of other members of the duty team. 

20.3.2 Best player votes are to be recorded on the provided attachment to the 
scoresheet. 

20.3.3 No best player votes are to be awarded to a forfeiting team. 

20.4 Penalties  

20.4.1 Monetary or deduction of competition point penalties may be imposed if the 
Committee determines a team has inadequately performed duty. 

20.4.2 Monetary penalties imposed on the DVA by Marrara for failure to adhere to 
stadium rules (such as no food on the court) will be passed to the offending 
person(s). 
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PART FOUR – MIXED SOCIAL 

21 Match Details 

21.1 Match Fees 

21.1.1 The DVA will notify teams of match fees prior to the commencement of each 
season. 

21.2 Time Limits 

21.2.1 Matches will have a forty (40) minute time allocation.   

21.2.2 Play shall not be allowed to continue after the advertised starting time of the 
next match, even if the match commenced late. 

21.2.3 Teams play a minimum of two (2) games per night. 

21.3 Match Format 

21.3.1 Teams play as many sets to a maximum of 5 sets to 25 points with a two point 
lead as possible during the time limit. 

21.3.2 Incomplete sets are deemed to have been won when they meet the 
requirements set out in By Law 7.2. 

22 Team Composition 

22.1 Players 

22.1.1 Teams are required to have at least two members of each gender on the court 
at all times. 

22.1.2 Where a Team plays with only four (4) players on the court, a 3:1 gender ratio 
is acceptable.   

22.1.3 Teams consisting entirely of junior (under 18) players may request, in writing, 
a waiver from the gender requirement from the Committee. 

22.1.4 A player is considered to be a participant of a match when the player's name 
is recorded on the attendance sheet, even if the player does not take an active 
part in the match. 

22.1.5 Captains shall ensure that players are recorded on the attendance sheet. 

22.2 Fill In Rule 

22.2.1 During minor rounds players may play for more than one team to make up 
numbers. 

22.3 Finals 

22.3.1 To be eligible to play in the final round matches, a player must have played a 
minimum of one third of the minor round matches, rounded upwards to the 
nearest whole number, with the team the player is nominated represent. 
Scheduled byes for the player’s team are not included in the minor round 
match calculation. 
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22.3.2 In exceptional circumstances, a team may apply to the Committee to play one 
ineligible player in a finals round match.  Applications must be made in writing 
at least five (5) days prior to the match, and must include: 

(a) the names of the eligible players and the reasons they are unable 
to play; and 

(b) the names of the players that the team wishes to have permitted to 
play. 

22.3.3 In final round matches, where a forfeit is inevitable due to unforeseen 
circumstances, a player from another team may be permitted to play.  
Approval must be sought and obtained from the Tournament Director and 
advised to the Match Controller. 

23 Uniforms 

23.1 Teams are encouraged to wear uniforms or some form of identification. 

23.2 Penalties do not apply. 

24 Missing Players and Forfeits 

24.1 A team not fielding at least four (4) players at the commencement of a match 
in accordance with By Law 22.1 and 22.2 will incur a two (2) point penalty 
each minute they are unable to field a complete team. 

24.2 Once a team has incurred a 26 point penalty and the team still cannot field the 
required players, the team will forfeit the match. 

24.3 If both teams cannot field the required players at the commencement of a 
match, both teams will incur a two (2) point penalty each minute they are 
unable to field a complete team. If both teams have incurred a 26 point penalty 
and still cannot field the required players both teams will forfeit the match. 

24.4  Where a match is forfeited due to the failure of both teams to field the 
required players, both forfeiting teams are required to pay match fees (refer By 
Law 8.1) 

25 Warm-up Session 

25.1 The DVA supplies a limited number of warm-up balls for team warm-up.  

25.2 Subject to 25.3 teams are not to use balls to warm-up within the stadium at 
any time during which games are being played.   

25.3 Where there is a spare court within the stadium, teams may use this area to 
warm-up provided they do not interfere with any games being played.  The 
first referee for any game in play may require a team to cease using any spare 
court. 

26 Substitutions 

26.1.1 There are no limits to the number or types of substitutions available.  Teams 
may adopt their own methods. 

26.1.2 Substitutions can only be made while the ball is not in play. 

26.1.3 Players must ensure that the rotation order is maintained and that players 
serve in turn. 
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27 Playing actions 

27.1.1 Where a team plays with 4 players on court, the server is considered a back 
row player. Where a team plays with 5 players on court, both the server and 
the player preceding the server are considered back row players. 

27.1.2 Back row players may complete an attack hit from any height from behind the 
front zone. At their take off their foot or feet must not have touched or crossed 
over the attack line.  

27.1.3 Back row players may also complete an attack from the front zone if at the 
moment of contact a part of the ball is below the height of the net. 

28 Refereeing (Duty) 

28.1 Composition 

28.1.1 Teams are not required to perform duty. 

28.1.2 A first referee will be supplied by the DVA. 

28.1.3 Teams are to respect the decisions of the referee and will refrain from 
disputing the referee’s decisions. 

28.1.4 The referee may report to the Committee and incidences of disputes, or player 
misconduct of any kind.  The Committee may require a consultation with all 
parties involved.   

28.1.5 The Committee reserves the right to penalise teams as it see fit. 
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PART FIVE – REFEREES 

29 Referee Courses 

29.1 The Committee will use its best endeavours to provide the opportunity for 
members to participate in a referee’s course annually. 

29.2 Members who attend a DVA referee course will be rewarded with one (1) 
competition point per attendee with a maximum of two (2) points per team. 

30 Registered Referee System 

30.1 Where the Committee has established a system of referee eligibility all first 
referees must satisfy the requirements set by the Committee. 

30.2 Where no member of a team can satisfy the referee eligibility requirements 
that team may request the Technical Director grant an exemption for an 
individual person(s) of that team from this By Law.   

30.3 The Technical Director is under no obligation to grant an exemption to any 
person or team.  

30.4 Any person seeking an exemption pursuant to By Law 30.2 must satisfy the 
Technical Director of their ability to referee to the required standard. 

31 Paid Referees 

31.1 Referees will be supplied by the DVA for Mixed Social matches. 

31.2 Paid referees shall carry out the following: 

a. Perform the coin toss prior to the start of the match. 

b. Sign the scoresheet after the match has finished and the duty team (if any) 
has completed the match details. 

Failure to do so may result in a deduction in payment. 

 

 


