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MATCH OFFICIATING 

DUTY TEAM REQUIREMENTS 

During the player briefing, the tournament organisers will, for each court, announce the names of people that 

are involved in the first games of the day. 

Players that are involved in the first game of the day must go straight to their allocated court for warm up. 

Duty teams that are involved in the first game of the day shall go straight to their allocated court and: 

 Start warm up and keep warm up time to a maximum of 10 minutes.  Due to the time limitations we suffer 
in Darwin due to tides etc, and the fact that it is always hot, we ask that warm-ups be no more than 10 
minutes and games are started as soon as possible.  We have finished in the dark before! 

 Make sure that they have all the equipment that they need (e.g. volleyball, whistles, scoring poles etc) 

 Clarify any last-minute rule interpretations with the Tournament Director 

 Prior to the match warm up, the duty team must carry out a court inspection and remove any objects that 
may cause injury to the players, both within the court boundary and outside the boundary to roughly one 
meter. 

Note:  Players are also responsible for removing hazardous items from the court that are dug up during the 
course of their match. 

 Before the warm-up the main referee will conduct the toss. Where no official referee is allocated to a 
game and the duty team is not present before the warm-up, the players may elect to conduct the toss 
between them. In the absence of a coin, the captains may use "Rock, paper, scissors" or "Pebble in the 
hand" to conduct the "toss". 

 

WHISTLES 

Due to the obvious health risks, electronic hand operated whistles will be provided for use by referees, you 

can bring your own whistle if you prefer. 

 

PENALTIES FOR NOT FULFILLING DUTY 

All teams will be required to referee or perform “duty” at every tournament. If it is your first competition on 

the beach and you are unsure about any duty tasks, please do not hesitate to request assistance at the 

administration tent. 

Teams are required to provide 2 duty personnel – one main referee and one scorer. Duty teams will be listed 

on the draw running sheet during pool play. For the finals, a referee and scorer may be sought from players 

not participating, we generally ask the more experienced referees to do these games.   
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Performing match duty is a reality in Beach Volleyball Australia wide.  The competition simply cannot run any 

other way.  Please carry out your duty to the best of your ability.  Duty teams or individuals wandering off and 

delaying the start of games will result in us running out of beach (tide) or light. Not knowing you had duty is 

not an excuse!  We are endeavouring to improve the quality of refereeing and the knowledge of Beach 

Volleyball rules.  We hold a Technical Player’s Meeting at the start of every tournament to go through some of 

the big differences in Beach Volleyball as opposed to Classic and Rebound Beach.  Don’t worry if you are new 

to the game, being a better referee does come through practise.   As we said in the opening welcome, it is a 

social competition. 

 

REFEREE’S HAND SIGNALS (MAIN REFEREE) 

Whilst undertaking duty or main referee, the following hand signals must be used.  This is to ensure the sport 

looks professional on the beach to spectators and also reduces misunderstandings on court. 

 

 

INTERRUPTIONS TO PLAY 

 Unreasonable Delays - Players must commence play upon the order of the referee, thereafter, except for 
allowed periods of “time-out “(1 per team per set that last for 30 seconds) and change of ends, play shall 
be continuous.  A player shall not unreasonably delay a match for any cause. 

 Start of Rally – where possible the minimum amount of time shall elapse from the moment the referee 
blows the whistle to end the rally to the moment the whistle is blown again to commence the next rally. 
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Unreasonable delay will be considered deliberate time wasting and the referee may issue appropriate 
warning or point penalty. 

 Change of Ends – For any match, when changing ends, a maximum of 1 minute shall elapse from the 
moment the referee blows the whistle to end the rally to the moment the whistle is blown to resume play.  
Failure of the serving team to meet this requirement shall result in a side-out.  Failure to comply by the 
receiving team shall result in awarding of one (1) point to the serving team. 

 

SANCTIONS 

Player’s must accept the referee’s decisions with respectful conduct and without dispute.  In case of doubt, 

clarification may be requested. The player code of conduct applies from warm-up. If any penalties or sanctions 

are issued, it must be recorded on the scoresheet. The Tournament Director must be informed when a red 

card has been given to a player.  

All players will conduct themselves, in all events, in a sportsmanlike manner in accordance with the FIVB rules.  

Any disagreements, players will be sanctioned according to the following sanction structure: 

 

CATEGORIES 

EXAMPLE 

BEHAVIOUR 

GIVEN FOR 

TIMES SANCTION CARDS 

TO 

SHOW 

CONSEQUENCE 

Unsportsmanlike 

Conduct 

Swearing (audible obscenity), 

Kicking or Throwing Ball or any 

other unsportsmanlike 

behaviour (ie. deliberate time 

wasting) 

First Warning Yellow Prevention no 

penalty 

Continued dispute of calls, rude 

or unsporting behaviour 

Second Penalty Red Loss of Rally 

Rude Conduct Offensive and rude or 

unsporting behaviour 

First Penalty Red Loss of Rally 

 Continued offensive and rude 

or unsporting behaviour 

Second Expulsion Both 

Together 

Team declared 

incomplete for the 

set, loss of set 

Offensive 

Behaviour/Conduct 

Physical or extreme 

unsportsmanlike or offensive 

behaviour 

First Expulsion Both 

Together 

Team declared 

incomplete for the 

set, loss of set 

Aggression Physical or extreme 

unsportsmanlike or offensive 

behaviour 

First Disqualification Both 

Separately 

Team declared 

incomplete for the 

match, loss of 

match 

Theft Due to balls, equipment going 

missing in prior years there is a 

zero tolerance on the violation 

of this misconduct 

First Disqualification - Referred to 

Commission 
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Note: The above sequence is progressive per team or player. Cards may be given at the discretion of the 

referee. If the behaviour justifies it, a red card may be given prior to the yellow card. 

 Disqualification can only be enforced by the Sub-Committee. Should a match referee believe 
disqualification is justified, the referee is to approach the Tournament Director for support in that 
determination.    

 Any player or coach that receives 2 red cards during the Series will automatically be ineligible to play in the 
next series event. 

 The Sub-Committee ask all players to respect the equipment.  If equipment like balls go missing, we will be 
forced to put up your tournament fees to cover the costs of replacing these items. 

 

MATCH FORFEIT 

After the duty team has called the teams to the court for the start of the game, if one team is not present at 

the beach, the following will apply: 

 Any teams not ready to start the match on time will forfeit 1 point for every minute they cannot take the 
court.  Up to a maximum time of 15 minutes from when referee blows first whistle to commence match. 
After the 15 minute mark the first set will be recorded 21:0 on scoresheet or, in the case of single set 
matches, the team present on court is awarded the win (to nil). 
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PLAYERS RESPONSIBILITIES AND REQUIREMENTS 

PLAYER CODE OF CONDUCT 

The DVA Beach Series Player’s Code of Conduct shall bind all players, and the rules as outlined in this 

handbook. 

PLAYER OBLIGATIONS 

The following player obligations are accepted by players when entering a DVA Beach Series Event 

As participants in Beach Volleyball Series events, players are not only representing themselves but also DVA, 

VNT and the volleyball community in general.  We rely on the support of the Mindil Markets Management to 

enable us to run these events at low cost, in a great atmosphere and to increase interest in the sport. The 

Series Organisers rely on players to act in a manner that is in the best interests of the sport as a whole and to 

cast Darwin and the NT in a favourable light.  

Accordingly the following acts are deemed to be totally unacceptable: 

 Audible obscenity: Any swearing that is audible to the referee may be audible to the general public as well. 
Penalties are detailed in the rules, and if persistent, include expulsion from the playing area. 

 Visible obscenity: Players shall not make obscene gestures of any kind. Penalties are detailed in the FIVB 
rules. 

 Ball abuse: Players shall not violently, dangerously, in frustration or anger, throw or kick the ball except in 
the reasonable pursuit or a rally. Penalties are detailed in the FIVB rules. For the purposes of this rule, 
“abuse of the ball” shall be defined as intentionally striking, kicking or throwing a ball out of the immediate 
area of the playing court, striking a ball dangerously or recklessly, or striking a ball with negligent disregard 
of the consequences. 

 Abuse of the net or court fixtures: Players shall not violently, dangerously, recklessly, in frustration or 
anger hit or pull the net, other court fixtures, signage or other facilities. Penalties are detailed in the FIVB 
rules. 

 Theft of equipment: VNT and DVA shall be imposing a zero tolerance on violation of theft. Any players 
found to be in breach of this item shall face automatic suspension and shall be afforded no recourse in 
overturning such sanction. 

 Illegal substances: Players that are observed using illegal or prescribed drugs without prescription will be 
immediately expelled from the playing area. 

 Violent action: Violence, threats or other intimidating actions, whether towards other players, officials or 
the general public will not be tolerated. Penalty is expulsion from the playing area and possible legal action 
and/or suspensions or fines. 
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 Actions that bring DVA and/or VNT into disrepute: All players are expected to conduct themselves in a 
professional and sportsmanlike manner. Any player that does not act reasonably in the opinion of the 
Tournament Director may be reported for subsequent disciplinary action, which may include suspension 
and/or fines. Such actions include skylarking and practical jokes. 

 Abuse of referees: VNT and DVA shall be imposing a zero tolerance on abuse towards referees.  Anyone 
found to be in breach of this item shall face automatic suspension and shall be afforded no recourse in 
overturning such sanction.  Disqualification from the tournament shall be decided on by the Commission 
independently of the game referee. 

 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF PARTICIPATION 

By entering any DVA Bach Series event, participants agree to comply with all rules, decisions and policies 

detailed in this document. 

Players agree that they are in good health to participate in beach volleyball competitions and hereby assume 

total responsibility for any health problems that may occur. Players undertake to take out their own insurance 

in relation to all and any matters arising from participation in the tournament. 

Players hereby for themselves, heirs, executors assign and irrevocably release DVA from all and any claims, 

actions, suits and proceedings whatsoever which they might have arising out of death, personal injury, 

property damage or other loss whatsoever suffered or incurred in connection with these Terms & Conditions. 

The release hereby given shall operate separately in favour of all persons, corporations and bodies involved 

and others engaged in performing these Terms and Conditions and in promoting or staging events and the 

servants and agents of all of them. 

Players indemnify and agree to hold and keep indemnified DVA from all claims, actions, suits and proceedings 

what-so-ever arising out of the wrongful actions of themselves. 

Players agree to be bound by the AVF Anti-Doping policy and by the WADA (World Anti-Drug Agency) Anti-

Doping policies as in force from time to time. 

Players hereby authorise and grant DVA or its sanctioned agents the right to use their name, voice, likeness 

and biographical material concerning them for the limited purposes of publicising, promoting and advertising 

the events, and for filming, televising and broadcasting, web casting, broadband and related TCP/IP Internet 

presentations of the same. 

Players grant and assign to DVA or its sanctioned agents the right to make, use and show, from time to time 

and at its discretion, motion pictures, live, taped or filmed television and video footage through any medium 

including digital and Internet protocols of the player taken during the series events without further 

compensation and hereby waive any right to such compensation for players and their heirs. 
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DVA will not accept liability for any injuries sustained whilst participating or officiating in any of its events. 

VNT/DVA has Public Liability Insurance to the value of $10 Million for all of its activities. All registered players 

have limited insurance coverage as provided in the player accident policy that VNT/DVA has arranged through 

its brokers. 

The policy will made available to any, registered participant, via request to the DVA Sub-Committee 

The player acknowledges that VNT/DVA is not responsible for the safety of the player or his /her property 

during the event or at any other time. 

Players agree that they have read and understood this DVA Beach Volleyball Series Handbook available to all 

players participating in the NT Beach Volleyball Series and agree to its content, and have read and understood 

the above Terms and Conditions. 

By submitting an entry form players understand that this is an agreement between themselves and DVA and 

its sanctioned agents to abide to these terms, and that they may be subject to sanctions as outlined in the 

Player’s Handbook if they have been found to be in breach of these Terms and Conditions. 

 

FINDING A PARTNER 

If you have never played before, it can be difficult to find someone with whom to “partner up”.  

Following are a few suggestions on how you can find a partner to take you to the finals! 

 Attending tournaments: Many players come along to tournaments in search of a playing partner, as well as 
to check out the action. Let the tournament manager know that you’re looking for a partner, and he or she 
will keep an eye out for anyone else that is looking around on the day. You won’t be able to play on the 
day, but you might pick up a partner for the next event. 

 Email: DVA maintains a list of people that are looking for partners. Email and put your name down on the 
list, and they might be able to give you the name of someone else that is also looking.  

 The Player Network: once you get to know a few people, you’ll find that most partnerships are made 
through direct contact. Get to know the other players in your pool, or just hang out in the player’s tent. 
Before long, you’ll find someone that is ready to switch! 

Note: DVA are not responsible for matching up players, but will assist in putting you in contact with interested 

parties where possible. 

 

  


